
  

 

 

 

 

The Order of the Founders and Patriots of America 

Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Executive Council 

Saturday. November 12, 2011 12:00 Noon  
The Leash Club, New York, New York 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Governor General Thomas M. Leland (SC)  

2. INVOCATION: In the absence of the Chaplain General, an Invocation was delivered by 
the Governor General... 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  DGG Charles C. Lucas (CT) 

4 ROLL CALL:  SG Daniel C. Warren (DC)   

Present: GG Thomas M. Leland (SC); DGG Charles C. Lucas (CT); SG Daniel C, Warren 
(DC); TG Ernst Rothe (NY); HG George J. Hill (NJ); Councillor General Charles Hampton 
(GA);  Councillor General Barry Howard (DC); Councilor General Stephen Shaw (CT); PGG 
John M. Bourne (OH); PGG Lyttleton T. Harris IV (TX, LA), PGG Joseph A. Kilbourn 
(CT), PGG J. Michael Phelps (CA) (by telephone ). 

Absent: RG Timothy Jacobs (CT); AG Richard H. Knight, Jr. (TN); Genealogist General 
Wayne J. Rogers (CA); CG Jack J. Early (KI); and Councillor General Howard Steele.  

Others present:  DTG James Barr (IL), DRG Kenneth Roach (CT). 

5, Governor General Leland (SC) then welcomed the attendees to the Executive Council 
meeting. 

6. The Past Governors General in attendance were recognized:  PGG John M. Bourne (OH), 
PGG J. Michael Phelps (CA) (by telephone), PGG Lyttleton T. Harris IV (TX, LA), and 
PGG Joseph A. Kilbourn (CT).l 

7. The Governor General appointed AG Richard Knight (TN) as Parliamentarian, available 
by telephone for consultation as needed.  



8. With several minor corrections and additions, the agenda was approved as distributed. 

9. It was then moved and seconded that the Minutes of the May 20, 2011 meeting of the 
Executive Committee be approved as distributed; the motion passed unanimously.  

10: Reports of the General Officers: 

 a. Governor General Leland (SC):  Report deferred  

 b. DGG Charles Lucas (CT): No report. 

 c...PDGG W, Charles Hampton (GA) (Membership Committee): PDGG Hampton 
reported that he had had twenty-one requests for membership information since the last EC 
meeting, three of whom he personally assisted in completing their application and are now 
members.  Webmaster Stephen Shaw (CT) asked that information should be sent to him to 
facilitate entering records into the database. 

 d. Secretary General Daniel C, Warren (DC):  No report other than the minutes. He 
noted that he also responded to all Order inquiries with a brief note when notice was received 
from the web site. 

 e. Treasurer General Ernst Rothe (NY) distributed and reviewed the Order’s Profit 
and Loss and Balance Sheets for the pasty nine months (Attachment No. 1) and, with the 
assistance of DTG James Barr (IL) re-presented the budget for FY 2012 in the format which 
had been requested, showing the previous five years’ budgets for comparison (Attachment 
No. 2).  The Order appeared to be in sound financial condition.   DTG Barr then presented 
his report showing sales of Order merchandise, totaling just under $9,000 for the year to date. 
(Attachment 3). He also noted that Volume 5 of the Order’s Register is now available at $60.  
DGG Charles Lucas (CT) commended the Treasurer General for his efficient management of 
the 2011 General Court expenses. 

 e. Registrar General: Report submitted and attached, which reported 27 new 
associates since the General Court. He also had two more applications on his desk, which 
have been subsequently approved. (Attachment 4) 

 f. Genealogist General: No report 

 g. Attorney General Richard Knight, Jr. (TN) Report submitted and attached reporting 
that there were no significant legal matters before the Order at the present time other than the 
continuing issue of the State Societies’ tax exemption status which he was working to 
resolve. (Attachment 5). 

 h. Chaplain General Jack Earley (KI): Report received and attached (Attachment 6) 



 i. Historian General George J. Hill (NJ): Report attached, with several 
recommendations to be considered by the Executive Council (Attachment 7) 

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 a. Nominating Committee: PGG John Bourne, Committee Chairman, announced that 
there would be a full and complete slate to present to the General Court in May 2012. 

 b. John Quincy Adams Foundation: Chairman PGG Lyttleton T. Harris IV (TX, LA) 
and Foundation Treasurer PGG Joseph A. Kilbourn (CT) distributed the Financial Statement 
of the Foundation (Attachment 8), noting that as everyone knew, this has been a difficult year 
for the markets.  He withdrew funds during the year from the mutual funds, moving them 
into the money market, and recently began cautiously returning them to selected stock mutual 
funds. The current non-cash portfolio is valued at $265,942, with a cash balance of $11,192 
for an overall total of $277,134.  The cash balance largely represents the donations to date for 
the annual fund drive.  The total represents a 9.4% increase over last year, below the goal of 
15% but still noteworthy in view of market conditions. The JQA Campaign to date has raised 
approximately $12, 600, and members of the Executive Council were especially encouraged 
to set an example for the Order.  

 c. Advertising Committee: PDGG Charles Hampton (GA) reported that there is 
presently one paid advertisement for the Order, in the Sons of the American Revolution 
magazine. Most of the requests for information that he receives comes from that ad, and he 
recommended that it be continued. 

 d. Bulletin: Editor Stephen P. Shaw (CT) The current bulletin is at the printers. He 
commented on the need for timely information regarding upcoming General Courts and for 
timeliness of other material for the Bulletin as well. DGG Charles Lucas (CT) noted that 
prompt availability of such information and reports is essential.  PGG Bourne inquired 
regarding past General Court photographs; Editor Shaw noted that they were available on 
line...  

 e. Technology/Website: Webmaster Stephen P. Shaw (CT) reported that the web site 
had had over 30,000 visitors, 79% of which were new. 

 f. Merchandise Report: DTG James F. Barr, Jr. (IL) had presented his report with that 
of the Treasurer General.  

12. OLD BUSINESS 

 a, 2011 General Court Minutes:  Copies of the draft General Court minutes had been 
distributed previously, and addition copies were available. PGG John M. Bourne (OH) 
moved that the minutes be received for approval by the 2012 General Court. The motion was 
seconded by DGG Charles M. Lucas (CT) and unanimously approved.  

 b. Air Force Academy Award: Governor General Leland (SC) noted that the 
Colorado Society had done an outstanding job in recommending an OFPA award for the Air 
Force Academy, and requested PGG Lyttleton T. Harris IV (LA) to present their proposal 
(Attachment 9). The Colorado Society intends to raise at least half of the necessary funds and 



a total of $10,000 would be needed to fund the award. The Order could supplement the funds 
raised by Colorado as required, having raised as much as they could.  PGG Harris noted that 
although it had not yet been discussed with their Board of Directors, this would be an 
excellent project for the John Quincy Adams Foundation to undertake. The Award, in the 
name of the Order, would be a three-year commitment by the Order, and would be evaluated 
again at that time. PGG Harris moved that the proposal from the Colorado Society be 
accepted and that the Order supplement the funds as needed.  PGG John M. Bourne (OH) 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

 c. Archive Committee: Governor General Leland reviewed his memorandum and 
appointment of the ad hoc committee, DGG Charles C. Lucas, Jr., Chairman, to examine 
several questions regarding storage and maintenance of the Order’s records. The issue of 
access was raised by several in attendance, especially in regard to obtaining copies of 
application papers. Governor General Leland noted that the archives represented the Order’s 
institutional memory. DGG Lucas will contact Archivist PGG Granville Wehland to obtain 
further information.  

 d. Heritage Week Breakfast:  Governor General Thomas Leland (SC) noted again that 
175 invitations to the 2011 OFPA Heritage Week breakfast were sent, with just 22 attendees, 
only six of whom were not members of the Order.  Councilor Barry Howard (DC) offered to 
arrange the 2012 breakfast for April 14, at the Cosmos Club in Washington. Improved 
publicity is essential, and e-mail notification should be sent to all OFPA Associates. The 
question of whether there should be a program was discussed at length, with the consensus 
being that there should be at least a speaker. PGG John M. Bourse (OH) moved that the 
breakfast be continued with the Governor General as the host; the motion was seconded by 
DGG Charles C. Lucas (CT) and passed unanimously.  

 e. 2012 General Court:  PGG J. Michael Phelps (CA) and DTG James Barr (IL) 
reported that plans for the 2012 General Court in Chicago were proceeding satisfactorily. 
DTG Barr noted that his initial plan for the General Court would have shown a $6,000 profit, 
but that was no longer the case. 

 f. Register Volume 6: Webmaster Stephen Shaw (CT) solicited assistance in locating 
a reasonable priced data entry company.  DGG Charles C. Lucas (CT) recommended a firm 
with which he had dealt in the past, and would provide the information to Webmaster Shaw. 
PGG John M. Bourne (OH) also had a suggestion that may be helpful regarding two 
individuals that had done similar work for another heritage organization. PGG J. Michael 
Phelps (CA) emphasized the importance of the electronic application in eliminating much 
work of this type in the future.  

 g. Heritage Society Donation: PGG John M Bourne (OH) moved that the Order 
continue to support the Heritage Society, and that an annual donation of $100, as in recent 
years, be made a future budget item. to allow for prompt payment. DGG Charles C. Lucas 
(CT) seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

13, NEW BUSINESS: 



 a. IRS Filings: DTG James Barr (IL) reported that all required filings were 
accomplished in a timely fashion and were current. . 

 b. Independent Accountant for IRS Filings: DTG Barr stated that his accounting firm 
was able to handle all needed functions and that he felt an additional accountant was 
unnecessary.  

 c. Review of Web Site and Bulletin Expenses and History: Editor/Webmaster Stephen 
Shaw (CT) presented a review of his role as Webmaster and Bulletin Editor, including 
current expenses.  Over the past several years a number of additional functions have been 
developed, including the Order’s web-based database of members, the on-line store, and the 
ability to handle increased traffic and content. TG Ernst Rothe reviewed his report on the 
relevant budgeting procedures, stressing that the quality of work was outstanding. 
(Attachment 10) His intent is to improve the budgeting and fund allocation process, 
especially in receiving timely information regarding future needs. TG Rothe moved that in 
order to improve the accuracy of the budgeting process for the web site and Bulletin services, 
the Treasurer General solicit a budget from the proposed supplier, with detailed estimates, 
recommended products and services to be provided, identification of each component, 
estimated quality and cost of each component, and the total projected annual cost.  The 
Treasurer General is to review the proposals, modify them as needed, and include the final 
version in the annual budget which shall then be presented to the Executive Council. The 
motion was seconded by Councillor Barry Howard (DC) and passed unanimously. 

 d. Future General Courts; PGG J. Michael Phelps (CA) presented the following 
tentative schedule for future General Courts, alternating between an east coast site and a 
more central one: 

 2013 – Williamsburg, Virginia 

 2014 – Louisville, Kentucky 

 2015 – Washington, DC or Baltimore Maryland 

14: Next Meeting of the Executive Council:  GG Thomas Leland (SC) announced that the 
next meeting of the Executive Council is scheduled for May, 2012 at the next General Court 
in Chicago, Illinois. 

15.  Benediction:  Using a prayer written by PGG Bob Vivian (ME), the Governor General 
offered a closing benediction.  

16: The meeting was then adjourned by Governor General Thomas Leland (SC). 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

‘Daniel C. Warren 

Secretary General  


